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In May 2000 Norwegian born Hege 
Bolthof Hoegler traveled to Australia 
on holiday. On a three day guided 
tour on Fraser Island she met her Ca-
nadian husband Darren Hoegler, who 
after one year of long distance dating 
moved to Norway.  Hege and Darren 
then moved to Vancouver in 2002, 
got married in 2004 and had their 
first son Mattias Sebastian 
in November 2005.

Mattias was born with just 
half a functioning heart due 
to aortic stenosis and dam-
aged left heart chambers. 
In order to compensate for 
the uncorrectable defects, 
he underwent a three 
staged open heart surgery 
known as the Norwood 
procedure to allow for 
modified blood flow to and 
from his heart and lungs.  
These open heart surger-
ies took place at ages three days, four 
months and 3 ½ years.  After the 
second surgery he encountered a se-
ries of complications which required 
his chest to be opened up two more 
times. He had brain bleeds which 
may have caused neurological dam-
age to the tongue and swallow nerves, 
loss of brain mass, internal bleeding 
and collapsed lungs, plus a stenosed 
pulmonary artery which resulted in 
minimal blood flow to his left lung 

for six weeks.  Shortly after he had 
surgical wires removed because they 
were poking through his chest, fol-
lowed by a streptococcus infection 
in his wound.  He had stents surgi-
cally inserted in his left pulmonary 
artery on two separate occasions. He 
also suffered from a paralyzed vocal 
cord, which later healed. Mattias has 

undergone a total of 14 
surgical procedures, of 
which 12 occurred before 
his second birthday. 
 
Mattias is partly tube fed 
due to extreme reflux 
and inability to gain 
sufficient nutrition 
through oral intake.  He 
has a history of vomiting 
several times a day and 
until the fall of 2009 he 
had shown little desire to 
eat.  But all that changed 
when he started a real 

food blenderized diet.  He has since 
almost stopped vomiting and shown 
much more interest in trying out 
new foods. In August 2010, Hege 
and Darren decided to try the Graz 
method and stopped the tube feed-
ing all together to see how Mattias 
would react. He increased his oral 
caloric intake tremendously from 
20% to 70-80% by eating 6 small 
meals a day. He has not lost weight, 
but is not gaining either. For now 
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the doctors are giving him more time to see if he will be able to increase his intake, improve his chewing skills 
and try a wider variety of food. Mattias is now only tube fed a supplementary blenderized diet at night when 
he has been sick and need to gain some weight back.
 
Mattias’ gross and fine motor skills development has been delayed as a result of his 
heart condition.  He learned to walk shortly after he turned two but is still not able to 
run and jump like other kids his age.  He does struggle with some anxiety due to post 
traumatic stress syndrome, but despite all he has been through he is a very positive 
and happy boy.  Since he was restricted physically he was able to advance his cognitive 
development instead. He learned the entire alphabet between the ages of 16 to 20 
months and can already count to thousands. He loves to study the solar system,  
advanced puzzles and builds amazing building block towers.  He loves to play word 
games and is reading. He was mostly kept at home isolated from germs until he was 
almost three years old. He later attended preschool and just started kindergarten this 
fall and absolutely loves the social interaction with his peers.  Playing with his younger 
brother Marcus Alexander is also fun at times, but he can be a bit too controlling for 
Marcus’ liking.

Since the spring last year Hege has made it her calling to support the CHN and helping heart kids go to  
summer camp by selling the interconnected silver heart bracelets. It all started after Mattias’ story and  
picture were featured on the label for the bracelets during the annual wine gala. By February 2011 she had 
sold over 700 bracelets, meeting her goal of 500. The bracelets were sold across Canada and to Norway, 
Sweden, Denmark, Germany, Austria, The Netherlands, England, Australia and New Zealand. 
To read and learn more about Mattias’ great success on his blenderized diet follow the link to the  
CHN website:  http//www.childrensheartnetwork.org/pdf/mattias_blenderized_diet_story.pdf

Hearts of Gold group + Hockey = Lots of fun, cheering and laughter!
A cold January 8th evening turned into an evening full of good times, lots of popcorn and lots of cheering. 
A lucky bunch of HOG youth were given the opportunity to spend the evening in Lui’s box at Roger’s Arena watching 
the Vancouver Canuck’s take on the Detroit Red Wings. This group met outside gate 10 as a group of youth and 
entered the stadium as a group of celebrities. They were given the royal 
treatment the second they walked up the stairs and entered their luxurious 
private suite. The youth walked in and saw t-shirts laid out for them along 
with a Canuck’s DVD, hockey cards, posters and other Canuck’s memorabilia. 
As if that wasn’t enough, there were two flat screen TV’s one was showing 
video from the Canuck’s dressing room! The fridge was stocked with pop, 
the bowl full of popcorn, hotdogs on the table and pizza on its way up.  
They were set!
With nothing to worry about other than how they would look when they 
were displayed on the BIG screen and welcomed over the announcements 
all over Roger’s Arena the youth sat down to watch the warm up. They had so 
much fun seeing all the players skate around with their helmets off warming up and stretching. This was a great time 
for new members of HOG to mingle with others and get to know one another. It is amazing how people with similar 
life experiences make connections so quickly. There seems to be this understanding and appreciation of one another 
that happens so seamlessly. I had the opportunity to join in a conversation with two people who were discussing their 
experience with heart surgery and their future with other surgeries. I was able to witness this instant connection as 
they both spoke of uncertainties and successes they had. Without having to explain every detail of their story, they 
appreciated each others past. This was a pretty special night for a deserving group of people!
Story by Brie Barron 
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HeartBeats Updates
Vancouver Pumpkin Patch

On October 3, 2010, the CHN hosted the 2nd  Fall Pumpkin Harvest 
at the Apple Barn in Abbotsford.  Over 150 Heart Kids and their 
families enjoyed connecting 
with others, while partici-
pating in some of the many 
activities on the farm.  Zip 
lining, trampoline jumping 
and hay riding were just 
some of the fun options for 
the children to enjoy.  
Heart kids and their sib-
lings were able to pick out a 
pumpkin to take home! 
Thank you to Nancy Fraser, 
the CHN’s Programs Coordinator, for organizing the pumpkin patch 
event.  We hope to see our families at our 2011 harvest event.  (A 
Special Thank you to the Apple Barn for donating all the pumpkins!) 

Christmas Party
A sunny Christmas came early for the CHN on November 21, 2010.  
Heart families from the Okanagan and all over the lower mainland 

gathered at our new venue, the Vancouver 
Burnaby Hilton at Metrotown.  Over 90 
Heart Families filled the new venue and 
enjoyed a buffet 
brunch, crafts, 
silent auction and 
an entertaining 
visit from Santa 

and Mrs. Claus. Thank you to the Vancouver 
Hilton, Crayola, and all those who helped 
with donating items for the auction,  
shopping, gift wrapping and setting up.  A special thank you to 
Nancy Fraser, the CHN’s Program’s Coordinator, for finding our 
great new venue!

A very special “Thank You” to Teri Godin and Deb Dachwitz, 
two of our heart moms, for hosting fabulous pumpkin patch 

events for all the Victoria and Kelowna families!

Call Us Today Toll Free: 1-877-833-1773
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Vancouver Island  
HOG Wall 

Climbing with “Power To Be”
In January VIHOG sent our events 
to new heights! We decided to 
tackle any fear we may have had 
regarding being airborne.  No, we 
didn’t go skydiving, but close – 
WALL CLIMBING! This was a first 

for a couple youth 
who attended and 
I am happy to say 
that all succeeded 
in meeting their 
goals. “Power to 
Be” hosted our 
group for the 
evening.  Power to 
Be is a group that 
provides dynamic 

outdoor education programs that 
enrich the health and quality of life 
of youth facing significant life 
challenges.  They opened our event 
with a fun “ice breaker” game so 
the youth out 
for their first 
time could get 
to know every-
one. After some 
fun and safety 
talks we were 
ready to har-
ness up and 
reach our 
personal goals. Initial challenges 
were making it to the top of the 
wall. This quickly changed to 
racing one another up and then to 
pretending we were on the movie 
Cliffhanger! We finished with some 
cool down stretches while wonder-
ing what our bodies would feel like 
in the morning.    Story by Krista Molia

Grady, Avery, Hailey on the hayride.

Sam & James Pettypiece
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CALLING ALL HEART MAMAS
By Courtney Charlton
Reprinted with permission from Kamloops Momma, November 2010

Melanie Kopytko has a story to share.  It begins nine years ago with the birth of her son, Mitchell.  
Shortly after his arrival, doctors discovered that Mitchell had a heart murmur and 18 months later,  

the vibrant little boy was diagnosed with Hypertrophic Cardiomyopathy.  
The news was overwhelming, to say the least.  HCM is a progressive heart condition 
that can be managed,  but not cured,  and is often at the root of sudden death.  For 
the Kopytko’s, Mitchell’s diagnosis meant life taking on a new normal.  Melanie 
Kopytko and her husband, Chad, leaned on each other for support and focussed on 
creating a safe, protective environment for Mitchell.
“We were in our own space and it was dark and gloomy,” recalls Kopytko. “ I think 
for a long time I told myself, ‘this wasn’t going  to be your life,’ but the truth is, it 

 is your life and that’s okay.”
It’s been nearly 8 years since Mitchell’s diagnosis and Kopytko could probably write a novel on the 
challenges that her family have faced and the fears that they deal with everyday.  Sadly, the Kopytko’s 
aren’t the only families with a similar tale.  Each year approximately 500 families in British Columbia 
discover that their child has a heart defect. 
With the support of the Children’s Heart Network, a non-profit organization that educates, supports, 
and connects children, youth and families living with congenital heart disease in BC, many of these 
families cope by connecting with families in similar situations.
Until recently, however, the Kopytko’s  hadn‘t put themselves out there to meet other heart families.  
They had each other and thought that was enough. Then last June, Kopytko was contacted by the  
Children’s Heart Network and offered an all expense paid trip to the CHN’s annual weekend at Critter 
Cove Marina and Resort In Nootka Sound.  They accepted the invitation, but were unsure of what to 
expect. The weekend did more than exceed the Kopytko’s expectations:  it changed 
their lives.
It was joyful to watch Mitchell interact with other heart kids – to see him laugh, play 
and thrive – and it was therapeutic to talk  openly about their experiences with people 
who appreciated all they had been through.  “They’re strangers but you’re talking 
about the most intimate details in your child’s life and it feels so good,” explains 
Kopytko, “All those things you go through as a parent who is fearful for your child’s 
life – you don’t have to validate or to explain.”
Now Kopytko wants to reach out to families in our area.  She wants to share her story 
and encourage others to do the same. “I think there are moms out there who are in 
their dark days.” With the support of the CHN, Melanie Kopytko is starting a Heart Mamas Coffee Group 
here in Kamloops.  It’s an opportunity for parents and caregivers of children with heart conditions to 
enjoy a (free!) coffee and share their stories.
The Heart Mama Coffee Group is held at the Aberdeen Tim Hortons, 1250 Rogers Way.  To attend or for 
more information on the CHN:
Please contact Carmen Carriere at ccarriere@childrensheartnetwork.org or call 1-604-309-8515   
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What’s Up?
Scotiabank Challenge 5 KM or Half Marathon 
on June 26th/11 – Join other CHN families 
to walk or run 5 km on the scenic English Bay 
seawall . A fun event for all ages and a great 
way to support the CHN! Watch for the email 
to sign up and run/walk  for the CHN!
Thank you!

A huge “Thank You” to Nazarin Teymouri, 
Canadian Maple Delights & all their staff for 
putting together the 1st Annual CHN Pancake 
Breakfast on Valentines Day.  Thanks to all 
their hard work and some wonderful volun-
teers they raised over $700 for the CHN!

“Thank you” to Daniel and Monique Poncelet 
of Daniel Le Chocolate Belge for providing all 
the chocolate for our Valentine’s Day Chocolate 
sale!

Another huge “Thank You” to Chilliwack heart 
mom, Chantelle Bisschop, for her tireless work 
promoting and selling the Valentine’s Day 
chocolate on behalf of the CHN!

Thank you to Lisa Patterson, from Usborne 
Books, who held a book drive on behalf of the 
CHN and donated 17 books to young heart  
children within the CHN!

Thank you to Gary & Misty Mussatto, owners 
of the Toy Jungle, for donating proceeds from 
their KISS product sales to the CHN!

Heart Mama Coffee Groups 

Richmond  – Jennifer Schneider:   
jenniferpschneider@shaw.ca

Vancouver/Burnaby – Stefanie Schilling:  
 soccene@hotmail.com

Kamloops – Melanie Kopytko:   
mkopytko@shaw.ca

Langley – Nancy Fraser:   
nfraser@childrensheartnetwork.org

Victoria – Teri Godin:   
terigodin@gmail.com

Chilliwack – Chantelle Bisschop:    
tcbisschop@shaw.ca

We are looking for moms to start/join a coffee 
group in the Courtenay, Nanaimo, Squamish/

Whistler and Kelowna areas. please contact

 Carmen at  
ccarriere@childrensheartnetwork.org

CHN Board of Directors:

Mandy Johnson - President
Kate Walker -Vice President
Sarah Kertcher – Treasurer
Bindy Sweett – Secretary
Dawn McKellar
Jenny Vogt

CHN Staff:
Carmen Carriere – 
Provincial Coordinator
Samantha Aitken –  
Provincial Coordinator
Nancy Fraser –  
Programs Coordinator
Brie Barron – HOG Youth 
Coordinator
Krista Molia – VIHOG  
Youth Coordinator
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Dates at a Glance

Mar. 3/11 – 9th Annual Wine Gala Dinner 
Apr.  17/11 – Vancouver Easter Egg Hunt at Queens Park 
To rsvp email saitken@childrensheartnetwork.org
April 16/11 – Victoria Easter Egg Hunt at Beaver Lake Park    
To rsvp email saitken@childrensheartnetwork.org
May 20-23 – HOG Camp Zajac
June 26/11 – Scotiabank Challenge 5KM or Half Marathon: 
Join in on this super-fun family event at Stanley Park!   
Run or walk with the kids, meet other heart families and 
help support the CHN!
July 5-9/11 - HeartBeats Camp Zajac 

What We Do…

The Children’s Heart Network is a provincial, non-profit 
organization offering support, information and education  
to families, children and youth dealing with congenital or 
acquired heart disease.

For families such as ours whose children have been  
diagnosed with heart disease, many of our hopes and dreams 
are different than we planned. We are challenged in ways 
that we never could have imagined. When a child is 
first diagnosed with congenital heart disease, often our 
most familiar supports can seem distant, leaving us feeling  
isolated and alone. We are families who are traveling down 
the road that you will also travel. Each family’s journey will 
be unique.

One baby in every one-hundred is born with heart disease. 
This year in British Columbia another 500 families will 
receive the news that their child has a heart defect. Half  
of those children will require medical intervention. With 
innovative medical and surgical techniques, most children 
with heart disease have every opportunity to lead full and 
productive lives.
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Introducing a new feature of the CHN Newsletter!  Carmen’s Corner by our                
Provincial Coordinator Carmen Carriere.                                                                                     

In our first interview, Dr. Sanjiv Gandhi, BCCH new cardio-vascular surgeon, graciously agreed to share 
with us some of his experiences.  We thank Dr. Gandhi for taking time out of his busy schedule                      

to speak with the CHN. 

1) Where did you grow  up and what was your life like?
Dr. Gandhi was born in Nova Scotia; one of two boys born to two family doctors in a small town.   
Dr. Gandhi, you could say, was literally surrounded by medicine his whole life, as his parents’  
medical practise was located in the basement of the family home.  

2) What made you want to become a pediatric cardiac surgeon?
Growing up with parents who practised medicine, Dr. Gandhi’s interest in becoming a physician started at a young age.  
Dr. Gandhi said he has always been interested and fascinated by the heart.  He recalled, while in medical school on a 
rotation in orthopaedic surgery, that he “caught the bug” for surgery.  Following this, Dr. Gandhi began a rotation in 
cardiac surgery at Royal Victoria hospital in Montreal.  Then, in Loma Linda California, Dr. Gandhi scrubbed in on his 
first infant heart transplant, causing him to become interested in cardiac surgery.  

3) Tell us about your education.  When and where did you start your career?
Dr.Gandhi attended Dalhousie in Nova Scotia for his undergraduate education, and 
then went on to medical school in Montreal.  In St. Louis, Dr. Gandhi studied  
general surgery, and then pediatric cardiac surgery in Pittsburgh and Toronto.  He 
practised in Pittsburgh for 4 years and then at the St. Louis Children’s Hospital  
for 6 years.

4) What was the first surgery you performed? A VSD repair.   
How many surgeries have you performed?   2500

5) How do you prepare for surgery and do you ever get nervous?
To prepare for surgery, Dr. Gandhi tries to get a reasonable night’s rest.  He also 
reads up on the surgical procedure and consults his past records of what he  
previously did.
Dr. Gandhi quite honestly addressed the latter part of the question.  He said of 
course he gets nervous about having someone else’s child in his hands.  He went on 
to say that when he stops getting nervous, that is when he should quit.

6) Are you currently involved in research and if so, what?
Not at BCCH.  In Pittsburgh and St. Louis, Dr. Gandhi was involved in heart transplant research, as well as research in 
ventricular assist devices, such as the Berlin heart.  Dr. Gandhi has also travelled internationally to present his research 
at various conferences.

7) What has been the biggest change in cardiac surgery since you began your career?
Dr. Gandhi explained that the complexity in heart surgery has changed.  The field has moved to total correction of heart 
defects earlier and on smaller babies – this ultimately means better outcomes.  Dr. Gandhi said that the “simple stuff” 
– holes in the heart, for example - are now dealt with in the cath lab as opposed to being operated on.  More complex 
surgeries are being performed.

8) What would you like to see developed at BCCH in reference to cardiac surgery?
Dr. Gandhi expressed that BCCH has been in the shadow of other children’s hospitals, mainly those in Toronto and 
Edmonton.  He explained that BCCH should be just as productive and that the population exists to support expanding 
to a full service cardiac care program.  This would include ventricular assist devices and heart transplants.  Dr. Gandhi 
offered that this would require additional resources, such as specialized nurses, respiratory therapists and a fully 
functional cardiac ICU. He is keen to see BCCH become one of the premier centres in North America, like Sick Kids  
in Toronto and Stollery in Edmonton.

9)What advice could you give to families who are preparing their children for surgery?
Ask many questions.  Dr. Gandhi also cautioned families against looking on the internet – he explained that there is a 
lot of garbage and misinformation.  Dr. Gandhi also suggested that families should connect with other families who 
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Staff Profile – Samantha Aitken
Sam Aitken spent 4 years on the board of the CHN.  
She lives in Vancouver with her husband Rob, her 
12 year old son Jackson and her 9 year old daugh-
ter, Danielle.  She holds a Bachelor of Commerce 
from UBC and spent the majority of her career 
working in the hospitality industry in operations 
and purchasing.  When she’s not hanging out with 
the kids she loves to ski, sail, run and cook!  In Sep-
tember 2010, Sam took on some of the Provincial 
Coordinator responsibilities with her focus being 
on coordinating the Hearts of Gold programs, the 
“Heart Matters” newsletter and grant applications 
and fundraising.
“Our daughter had a large VSD repair at 3 months 
old” says Sam. “As the mom of a heart kid, and 
feeling so very fortunate, 
I wanted to give back and 
volunteer in some capac-
ity.”  After attending a 
number of CHN events Sam 
spoke with Jessica Palmer 
and that led to her involve-
ment as a director on the 
board.  “I hope to help 
increase the fundraising 
success of the CHN so that we can have long term 
security and growth and we can increase the  
number of families we are able to support!”

Staff Profile – Carmen Carriere
Carmen Carriere joined the CHN staff in September 
2010, sharing the provincial coordinator role with 
Samantha Aitken.  Since taking on the role, Carmen 
has been focussing on advocacy, family support and, 
is hoping to more fully develop some education 
programs over the next year.

Carmen has a BA in 
History and a BA in 
Education, both from 
UBC, and spent some 
time working as a Sec-
ondary Teacher before 
taking on the challenging 
job of being a mother and 
a heart mom.  Carmen 
has been married to her 
husband Michael for 

almost 18 years, and they are the proud parents of 
Joshua, Brynn, Adam, Olivia and their dog, Casey.
Carmen’s experiences with her heart daughter, 
Brynn, have allowed her to see many aspects of the 
health care system.  When she was born, Brynn was 
diagnosed with Long QT Syndrome, Dialated Cardio-
myopathy and has undergone two open heart surger-
ies – the second being a heart transplant.  These 
experiences have motivated Carmen to advocate with 
the Ministry of Health on behalf of heart families for 
better support for our doctors and nurses, and 
especially our heart kids!

Staff Profile – Nancy Fraser
Nancy Fraser has worked with the CHN for 1.5 years as the Programs Coordinator. In that time she has meet many 
outstanding families  and is proud to be a member of CHN. The support and encouragement that  families have 
given Nancy over the past year have made her more passionate than ever about CHN. Nancy lives in Langley with 
her wonderful husband Jamie and their 3 year old daughter Hailey.  Before coming to CHN, Nancy was in corporate 
sales and the finance division in the banking industry. Nancy loves her family and enjoys having fun.
 “Not everything is simple, and nothing comes easy…. that’s why we cherish the small things” says Nancy. Unfortu-
nately, heart conditions run in her family. Her Mother, Judy Lallier, passed away in Aug 2009 due to heart condi-
tions. Nancy underwent 3 heart surgeries as a baby, and had a heart procedure as a 7 year old. Hailey, Nancy’s   
3 yr old daughter, was born with HLHS, and has had 2 major heart surgeries with the 
3rd to come in April. Nancy is now 22+ weeks pregnant with a little baby girl who has 
also been diagnosed with HLHS. In addition, this pregnancy has caused extra strain 
on Nancy’s heart, to a degree that she may now need to undergo another heart surgery. 
“Sometimes life hands us surprises that are not in the fairytales we read as children” 
says Nancy, “but one day at a time, with great support, and counting each bit of good 
news will hopefully lead us in the right direction.” 
Due to Nancy’s current situation, it saddens us that she will be taking an early leave and 
will be returning to us in June 2012. She will still be connected to CHN as a heart mom! 
“I love CHN, and look forward to the events, and nights out with the girls at Starbucks”… Says Nancy. 
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have had the same experience.*
10)How has your family adjusted to life on the West Coast?
They love it!  The Gandhi family love the outdoors and Dr. Gandhi’s children play hockey.  However, Dr. Gandhi  
explained that the family misses the support of the children’s grandparents, who lived close by in St. Louis.
11)When you are not busy working, how do you spend your time?
Dr. Gandhi enjoys skiing and watching his kids play hockey.  When he has time, he also enjoys golf and tennis.
Other pursuits of Dr. Gandhi involve giving of his time and resources.  Dr. Gandhi is involved with two charities, Samaritans 
Purse and Children’s Heartlink, both of which support sending doctors to help children in the developing world - he has  
operated on children from Vietnam, Kenya, Haiti and Mongolia.  Dr. Gandhi explained that those of us in the West have a  
responsibility to help out the less privileged and he is happy to take on these cases free of charge to give back.

*If you are looking to connect with other heart families, please contact Carmen Carriere or Sam Aitken at 
ccarriere@childrensheartnetwork.org or saitken@childrensheartnetwork.org. 
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Heart Matters Winter 2011 Donor List 

The Children’s Heart Network would like to thank the following individuals,  
organizations and businesses for their support and generous gifts over the past 
six months.

Platinum Heart Partners $5000+

The Province of British Columbia
CKNW Orphans’ Fund 
Critter Cove Marina 

Gold Heart Partners $1000+

Christine Aitken
JonCom Design
Evergreen Montessori
The Sorin Group
Trotter & Morton
Raymond James Ltd.
International Cellars
Cindy Thaler
The Bacchus Group
Premium Brands Foodgroup
Cops for Kids

Silver Heart Partners $100+

Cantech Inspections
Dominion Commercial Center Ltd.
Mandy Johnson
Rassekh Family
Feuchuk Family
Ramanjeet Bhuller
Kirsti Gervas
Tany Lawes
Don Schwartz
Karen West
Bindy Sweett

Bronze Heart Partners $25+

Tancon Family
Talman Family
Karen Matthews
Nina Grimshaw
Kim Hastie
Tom and Barb Wiebe
Paul Thandi
Birkenhead Family
Melanine Foster
Brenda Foster
Annie White
Elena Halfpenny
Sam Palmer
Lori Pordan
David Rogers
Mirrhya Dilworth
Mimi Hung
David Davis
Martz Family
Brandon White
Teri Godin
Julie Burr
Tony Black
Deborah Armstrong
Luciana Fasciana
Brandee Bzowski
Devisser Family
Peter Noseworthy
Cornell Family

Canilanza Family
Nancy Fillies
Sylvia Simpson
Melissa Depape
Megan Brame
Trish Worthington
Eric Voss
Lisa Lalsingh
Sharen Koehn
Arlene Lizama
Lisa Kroker
Angela Creighton
Kavanjeet Johal
Croker Family
Julie Gomm
Leslie Fuller

CHN Members

Kate Walker
Sarah Kertcher
Deb Dachwitz
Fuller Family
Oalsson Family
Beulen Family
Shauna Alsch
Aitken Family
Vicki Baerg
Jana Pedersen
Carmen Carriere

Thanks again to everyone who help with time or 
money! Every donation is greatly appreciated! 
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BCCH Information
Did you know that BCCH has a tollfree  

number within BC?
1-888-300-3088

BC Family Residence Program

Families from outside Metro Vancouver (even  
Chilliwack) now have increased access to travel and 
accommodation support if their child or infant needs 
medical care at BC Children’s Hospital. A provincial 
government initiative, this program began on April 
1, 2010. The accommodation component of the 
program will be administered by Variety – The 
Children’s Charity of British Columbia, on behalf  
of PHSA and the Ministry of Health Services. The 
Province will also provide annual funding to Hope 
Air and the Shriners of British Columbia and Yukon 
to support their existing medical travel programs  
for British Columbians.

To learn more about the program, visit  

www.BCfamilyresidence.gov.bc.ca
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HELP US BRING HOPE TO  
HEART FAMILIES

It is now easier that ever to give to a gift to 
the CHN. Donate online at: CanadaHelps.org 

or from the homepage of the CHN website:
childrensheartnetwork.org

Consider making a scheduled monthly  
donation on the secured site. Tax receipts 

will be issued electronically for  
your donation.

“Danielle, Sydney and Olivia our CHN sales reps”

Introducing!


